Retrospective analysis of the occurrence of internal malignancy in patients treated with PUVA between 1986 and 1999 in South Warwickshire.
Concerns were raised in our department when four of our patients receiving PUVA treatment developed internal malignancy. We reviewed the medical and phototherapy case notes of patients who received either systemic or bath PUVA therapy in our department between 1986 and 1999. Among the 197 patients for whom we were able to trace the hospital records we identified five patients with internal malignancies. Over the same period (1986-1999) we calculated, using the Kaplan-Meier nonparametric estimator, that 4.6 cases of internal malignancy would have been anticipated in our study population. Therefore PUVA therapy did not appear to be a risk factor for internal malignancy.